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H:"ﬁhhmt," how gleaming and
I' rich blazing gem on the brow of the hill;

In the language of stars, T supposs it must say,
I'm 20 brightly in henor of May!

And there's the May moon—och ! pale, pearly shell !
Your topic is old—how old T ean't tell ;

But after the great Master-poet, "twere vain

To trespass on any peculiar domain !

Bat one word I must say, as wo part at the gate,
And jt shall not be long, for it is growing Iate:
Though perfume and roses are coming with June,
1 shall nover forget thy sofl guidance, May moon'!

SPEECH OF HON. CHARLES SUMNER,
OF MASSACHUSETTS,
In the Serate of the United States, June 28, 1854.

The Senate having under consideration the mo-
tion to refer to the Commiltee on the Judiciary
the Petition from twenty-nine hundred citizens of
Massachusetts, praying far the repeal of the I'u-
gitive Slave Bill—

Mr. SUMNER said :

Mr. Paezmpest: Since | had the honor of ad-
dressing the Senate two days ago, various Sena-
tors have spoken. Amopg these, several have
alluded to me in terms clearly beyond the sanc-
tions of parliamentary debate. Of this I make
no complaint, though, for the honor of the Senate
at least, it were well that it were otherwise. [If
to them it seems fit, courteous, parliamentary,

——* to unpack the heart with words,

And fall a cursing, like a very drab,

A scallion,”
1 will not interfere with the enjoyment which
they find in such exposure of themselves. They
have certainly given us a taste of their characters.
Two of them, the Senator from South Carolina
[¥r. Buvese] who sits immediately before me,
und the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Masox] who
sits inmmediately behind me, are not young. Their
heads are amply crowned by time. They did not
speak from auy ebullition of youth, but from the
confirmed temper of age. It is melancholy to
believe thai, in this debate, they Yhowed them-
selves as they are. 1t were charitable to beliove
that they are in reality better than they showed
thimselves.

I think, &ir, that 1 sm not the only person nn
this floor, who, in lately listening to these two
self-confident ¢ hampions of the peculiar fanaticism
of the South, was reminded of the striking words
by Jefferson, the influence of slavery,
where he savs, = The whole vommerce between

magter and slave is a perpetual exercise of the
“ nost bolsterons passions, the most nuremitting
{ despotism on the one part, and degrading sub-
‘ mission on the other. Our ehildren see this, and
‘fearn to imitate it; for man is an imitative ani-
mal. The parent storms. The child looks on,
iches the lineaments of wrath, puts on the
vme airs in the circle of smaller siaves, gives
st 10 hiis worst passions, and, thus nursed, ed- |
wented, snd daily exercised in tyranny, cannot |
bat be stamped by it with odiou rities
The man must be aprodizy who can retain El.i-i
manners and morals andepraved by such cir-
umstnnees, Nobody who witnessed the Sen- |
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pat into my hands since 1 entered the
Chamber to-day, under its telegraphic
tates the incident with substantial acceuracy,
though it omits the personal individual appeal
” d5ed to me by the Senstor, and which is
rved in the (Flobe,

Stnate
[ i

\ 1 would like to ack the Seunator,
ress repenled the Fagitive Slave Laow,
would Massachusetts execute the constitgtional
‘requirements, and send back to the South the

abseondivg slaves?

TLER.

“Mr. Svaxen. Doyon ask if 1 would send back
‘a slave?

“ Mr. Brruen, Why. yes

“Me. Brwsen. “1s thy sorvant a dog, that he

should do this thing

To any candid mind, cither of these reports ren-
ders anything further superfluous. But the Sen-
atorz who have been 30 swiit in misrepresenta-
tion deserve to be exposed, and it shall be done.
Npw, sir, [ begin by adopting as my guide the
aunthoritative words of Andr ackson, in his
memorable veto, in 1832, of the Navk of the Uni-
ted Btates. To his course, at thnt critical time.
wene opposed the anthority of the supreme Court

and hie oath to support the Constitition. Here is
his triumphant reply :
“If the opinion of the Supreme Conrt covers

‘the whole ground of this act, it vught not 1o
« contre! the co-ordinate authorities of thiz Gov-
‘ernment. The Congress, the Executive, and the
‘{"ourt, must each for itself be guided by its own
- opinion of the Constitution. Each public afficer,
“who takes an oath to the Consiitutron,
" swears that he will support st as he understands it,
tand wot as it s emderstood by others. Tt is as
‘much the daty of the House of Representatives,
‘of the Senaze, and of the President, to decide
*upon the constitutionality of any bill or resolu-
‘tion, which may be presented to them for pas-
‘sage or approval, as it is of the supreme judges
¢ when it may Le brought before them for judicial
*decizsion. The authority of the Supreme Court
soust pot, therclore, be pernmitted to control the
wﬁi or the Executive, when acting in their
“Jegislative capacities, but 10 have only such in-
¢ fluence as the force of their reasoning may de-
i gerve.”

Mark these words, and let them sink into your
minds. *Each public officer, who takes an oath
to smpport the Constitution, swears that he will
support it as he understands it, and not as it is
understood by others.” Yes, sir, os #E vNDZR-
m:& d not ar il is underatood by others.

any Senator here dissent from this rule?

4
3

ator from South Carolina? [Here Mr.

P pawing to get free fts hinder parts,” in pursnit

Here is the New York |

paused, but there was no reply.] At all

I accept the rule as just and reasonable; in har-
mony, too, let me assert, with that which
scorns the dogma of passive i asserts
the inestimable right of private judgment, wheth-
er in religion or polities. In swearing to support
the Constitution at your desk, Mr. President, I
did not swear to support it as you understand it.
Oh, no, sir.  Or as the Senator from Virginia un-
derstands it. Oh, no, sir. Or as the Senasor
from Sonth Carolina understands it, with a ken-
nel of blopdhounds; or, at least, a “dog” in it,

of a slave. No such thing. Sir, | swore to sup-
port the Constitution as f understand it ; nor more,
nor less.

Now, [ will not oceupy your time, nor am I go
disposed st this moment, nor does the occasion
require it, by entering upon any minute criticism
of the clauge in the Constitntion touching the
surrender of “fugitives from lsbor.” A few
words only are needful. Assuming, sir, in the
face of commanding rules of interpretation, all
leaning towards freedom, that in the evasive lan-
gunge of this clause, paltering in a double sense,
the words employed can be judicially regarded
as justly applicable to fugitive slaves, which, as
you ought to know, sir, is often most strenuous-
ly and conscientiously denied—thus sponging
the whole clause out of existence, except a2 a
provision for the return of persons actually bound
by lawfal contract, but on which [ now express
no opinica ; assuming, I say, this interpretation,
50 hostile to freedom, and derogatory to the
members of the Federal Convention, who solemn-
ly declaréd that they would not yield any sanc-
tion to slavery, or admit into the Constitution
the idea of property in man ; assuming, I repeat,
an lnterpretation which every principle of the
common law, claimed by our fathers as their
birthright, must disown ; adwitting, for the mo-
ment only, and with shame, that the @bnstitu-
tion of the United States hux any words, which,
in any legal intendment, can constrain fugitive
slaves, then I desire to say, that, as I understand
the Constitution, this clause does not impose
upon me, 68 & Senator or citizen, any obligation
to take part, directly or indirectly, in the surren-
der of a fagitive slave.

Sir, as a Senator, | have taken at your desk
the oath to support the Constitution, as I under-
stand f. And understanding it as I do, I am
bound by that oath, Mr. President, to oppose
1ll enactmenta by Congress on the suhjl-t'l of
fugitive glaves, az s flagrant violation of the
Constitution; ezpecially must I oppose the last
act 02 a tyrannical usurpation, Kindred in char-
acter 1o the Stamp Act, which our fathers in-
dignantly refused to obey. Here my duties,
under the oath=which 1 have taken as a Senator,
end. There is nothing beyond. They are all ab-
sorbed in the constant, inflexible, righteous obli-
gation to oppose every exercise by Congress of
any power over the subject. In no respect, by
that oathh, can 1 be constrained to duties in other
copacitics, vr as o simple citizen, especially when
revolting to my conscience. Now, in this inter-
;Iﬂ'ldtio.n of the Constitution 1 may be wrong :
others may differ from me; the Senator from
Virginia may differ from me, and the Senator
from South Carolina also; and they will, each

and all, act according to their respective under-
standingz,  For myself] T shall act according to

mine.  On thiz explicit statement of my constitu-
tional obligations, | stand, as upon a living rock,
wd, to the inquiry, in whatever form addressed
to my personal responsibility, whether T would
aid, direcily or indirectly, in reducing or surren-
dering o fellow-man to hondage, I reply ngain,
“1s thy servamt a dog, that he should do this
thing ?'

Aund, sir, looking round upon this Senate, 1
might ask fearlessly, how many there are, even
in 1his body, if; indeed, there be a single Sepa-
tor, who would stoop to any such service? Un-
til some one rises sud openly confesses his will-
ingnezs to become n Slave-Hunter, T will not
believe there can be one. [Here Mr. Svasu
pansed, but nobody rose.] And yet honorable
and chivalrous Senntors liave rnshed headlong

repudistion of a service at which every manly
bosom must revolt. “Sire, 1 have found in
brave soldiers and good citizeas, but
was the noble reply of the
of that place to Charles IX of France,
ruval edict for the massacre of St. Bar-
and such a spirit, T trosy, will yet
animate the people of this vountry, when pressed
Lo the service of “dogs1”

To that other question, which bas Leen pro-
pozed, whether Muszachusitts, by Siate lawa,
will carry outl the offensive clavge in the Consti-
tution, aecording to the understanding of the
venerable Senator from Sonth Carolina, 1 reply
that Massachuszettz, at all times, haz been ready
to do her duty under the Constitution, as she
understands it ; and, T doubt not, will ever con-
tinuo of this mind. More than this | cannot

Layoune

cricuhianer,

tholomew ;

In quitting this topic, T cannot forbear to re-
mark that the assanlt en me for my dfsclaimer of
all constitutional obligntion, resting npon me as
a Senntor or citizen, to aid in making a man a
slave, or in surrendering him to glavery, comes
with an ill grace from the veleran Senator from
Virginia, n State which, by itz far-famed resolu-
fions of 17 agsumed to determine its constitu-
tional obligations, even to the extent of openly
déclaring two different acts of Congress null and
; amd it comes also with an il grace from
from Sounth Carolina, a
ch, in latter days. hag arrayed itself
aainst the Federal nuthorities, and which
= nullification ns often as babies cry.

Vil

the venerable Senator

=Lt w

tlires

Surely the Senntor from South Carolina, with
hia silver-white locks, would bave hesitated to
lead this nssault upon me, had he not, for the
moment, been entirely oblivious, of the history of
the State which he represents.  Not many vears
have passed since an incident occurred at Churles-
ton, in South Carolina—not at Bozton, in Massa-
chusetts—which onght to be remembered. The
postmaster of that place, acting under & control-
ling public opinivn there, informed the hend of
hiz Department at Washington that he had deter-
mined to sappress all anti-slavery publications,
and requested instructions for the future. Thus,
in violation of the laws of the land, the very
mnils were ritled, and South Carolina smiled ap-
probation of the ounirage. But this is not all.
The Postmaster Geueral, Mr. Keadall, after pru-
dently n ing that, ss he had not seen the pa-
pers in question, he conld not give an opinion of
their chinrneter, proceeded to say, that he had

i

ceen infurmed that they were incendiary, inflamd
matory, and insurrectionary, and then announced-
iy no act or direction of mine, official or pri-
vate, could 1 be induced to aid knowingly in
piving ecireniation to papers of this description,

directly or indirectly.  We owe an obligation to
the faws, but a kigher one to the communities in
which we live ; and if the former be perverted
to destroy the latter, if i pairiotism to disregard
*them.  Entertaining these views, | cannot ganc-

1, and will not condewn, the step yvon have
“laken.

Such was the approving response of the Nation-
al Government to the Postmaster of Charleston,
when, for the sake of Slavery, and without any
constitutionnl scruple, he set himself against an
ncknowledged law of the land ; yet the Senator
from South Caroline now presumes to denounce
me, when, for the sake of freedom, ard in the
honest interpretation of my constitutional abli-
gations, I decline an offensive service.

But there is another incident in the history of
South Carolina, which, a3 a loyal son of Mnssa-
chusetts, T eannot forget, and which rises now in
Judgment against the venerable Senator. Massa-
chasetts had commissioned a distinguished gen-
tleman, of blameless life and eminent professional
qualities, who served with honor in the other
House, [Hon. Savven Hoar] to reside at
Charleston for a brief period, in order to guard
the rights of her free colored citizens] assaile:
on arrival there by an inhospitable statute, so
groas in its provisions that an eminent character
of South Carolina, a judge of the Supreme Court
of the United States, Hon. William Johnson, had
characterized it as “trampling on the Constitu-
tion,” and * adirect attack upon the sovereignty
of the United States.” Massachusetts had read
in the Coastitution a clause closely associnted
with that touching “ fugitives from lubor,” to the
following effect: “ The citizens of each State shall
be entitled to all privileges and immaunities of citi-
zens in the several States,” and supposed that
this wonld yet be recognised by South Carolina. |
But she was mistaken. Her venerable represent-
ative, an unarmed old man, with hair as silver-
white almost as that of the Senstor before me,
was beset in Charleston by a “respectable” mob,
preveunted from entering upon his duties, and
driven from the State; while the Legislature
stepped in to sanction this shameless, lawless
act, by placing on the statute book an order for
Lis expulsion. And yet, sir, the excitable Senator
from South Carolina is fired by the fancied delin-
quencies of Massachusetts towards Slave-Hunt-
ers, and also by my own refusal to render them
any “ aid or comfort;” he showers questions in
volleys, assumes to measure our duties by his
understanding, and ejaculates & lecture at Yisu
chusetts and myself. Sir, before that venerable
Senator again does this, let him return to his own
State, senmed all over with the rents lefl by nul-
lification, and first lecture there. Let him look
into his own heart, and lecture to himeself,

But enongh for the present on this head of the
‘extent of my constitutional obligations to become
a Siave-Hunter. There nre, however, yet other

Massachusetts, and in honor of freedom, shall
not be left d. Alloding to those days
when Massachuseits was illustrated by Otis,
Hancock, and “the brace of Adamscs;” when
Fauneuil Hall sent forth echoes of liberty which

stones in the streets of B%t?‘ﬂi:emgnli
agninst tyranny, the Senator e silver-whi
locks, in the very ecstacy of slavery, broke forth
in the ejnculation that Massachusetts was then
“glaveholding;” and he ed to hail these
patriots as representatives of *hardy, slavehold-
ing Massachusetts.” Sir, I repel the :mpulgliﬂn-
[t is true that Massachusetts was “hardy ;" b“,'.'
she was not, in any just sense, “slavebolding.
And had she been so, she could not have been
“hardy.” The two characteristics are inconsist-
ent ns weakness and strength, as sickness and
health—1I had almost said, as death and life.

The Senator o a page, which I would will-
ingly present. Sir, slavery never fourished in
Massachusetts ; nor did it ever prevail there at
any time, even in early Colonial days, to such a
degree as to be o distinctive feature in her pow-
erful civilization. Her few slaves were merely
for a term of years, or for life. If, in point of
fact, their issuc was sometimes held in bondage,
it was never by sanetion of any statute or law of
Colony or Commonwealth. (Lanesboro' vs. West-
field, 16 Mass., 74.) In all her annals, no person
was ever born a slave on the soil of Massachu-
setts. This, of itself, is a response to the impu-
tation of the Senator. ;

A benign and brilliant act of her Legislature,
as far back as 1646, shows her sensibility on this
subject. A Boston ship had brought home two
negroes, seized on the coast of Guinea. Thus
spoke Massachusetts:

# The General Court, conceiving themselves
¢ bound by the first opportunity to bear witness
¢ agrainst the heinous and erying sin of man-steal-
¢ ing, also to prescribe such timely redress for
¢ what is past, and such a law for the future as may
¢ sufficiently deter all those belonging to us, to have to
¢ do in such vile and most odious conduct, justly ab-
¢ horred of all good and just men, do order that the
¢ pegro interpreter, with others unlawfully taken,
¢ he, by the first opportunity, at the charge oft:ha
i country, for the present, sent to his native
i conntry of Guinea, and a letter with him of the
¢ indignation of the Court thereabout and justice
¢ theveof.” )

The Colony that could issue this noble decree
was inconsistent with itself, when it allowed its
rocky fuce to be pressed by the fuolgteps _of ®
single slave. But a righteous public opinion
early and constantly set its face against slavery.
As early as 1701 a vote was entered ugon the re-
cords of Boston to the following effect ; “The Rep-
resentatives are desired to promote the encourag-
ing the bringing of white servants, and fo put a pe-
riod to nd@Pocs being alaves” P(-rhaps,in all history,
this is the earliest testimony from any official
body against negro slavery, and I thank God that
it came from Boston, my native town. In 1705 a
heavy duty was imposed upon every negro im-
ported into the province; in 1712 the importa-
tion of Indians as servants or slaves was strictly
forbidden; but the general subject of Slavery
attracted little attention till the beginning of the
controversy, which ended in the Revolution ;
when the rights of the blacks were blended by
all true patriots with those of the whites. Spar-
ing all unnecessary details, suffice it to say, that,
as early as 1769, one of the courts of Massachu-
setts, anticipating, by several years, the renown-
ed judgment in Somersett's case, established with-
in its jurisdietion the principle of emancipation ;
andl, nnder its touch of magic power, changed a
slave into a freeman.  Similar decisions followed
in other places, In 1776, the whole -number of
blacks, both free and slave, sprinkled thinly over
“ hardy " Massachusetts, was five thousand two
hundred and forty-nine, being to the whitea as
ofie is to sixty-five; while in * slaveholding ™
South Carolina the nnmber of negro slaves, at
that time, was not far from one hundred thou-
sand, being nearly one slave for every freeman,
thns rendering that Colony anything but “har-
dy.” At last, in 1780, even before the triumph of
Yorktown had led the way to that peace which
pet its seal npon our National Independence,
Massachusetts, animated by the struggles of the
levolution, and filled by the sentiments of Free-
dom. placed in front of her Bill of Rights the
emphatic words, that “all men are born free
and equal,” and by this declaration exterminated
cvery vestige of slavery within her borders,
All hail, then, to Massachusetts, the just and
generous Commonwealthh in whozge bebalf I have
the honor to gpeak.

Thus, gir, does the venerable Senator err when
he presumed to vouch Massachusetts for slavery,
and to nszociate this odious institution with the
names of her great patriots.

Mr. ROCKWELL., Will my honorable col-
league allow me to send to the Chair, and have
read in this connection with his present remarks,
a-passage from Grabam’s History of the United
States ?

Mr. SUMNER. T do not know the passage to
which my colleague refers, but I welcome any
interruption from him.

The Secretary read as follows :

“ Among other subjects of dispute with the
¢ British Government and its officers, was one
¢ more creditable to Massachusetts than even her
! magnanimous concern for the liberty of her cit-
*izens and their fellow-colonists. Negro slavery
‘ still subsisted in every onc of the American
¢ provinees, anid the unhappy victims of this yoke
* were rapidly multiplied by the progressive ex-
* tension of the slave trade. Georgia, the young-
est of all the States, contained alrendy fourteen
thouzand negroez; and in the course of the
present year alone, more than six thousand
fwere imported into South Caroline. In New
* England, the number of slaves was very insig-
¢ mificant, and their treatment so mild and hu-
‘ nane a2 in some measure to veil from the pub-
* lic eye the iniguity of their bondage. But, the
‘ recent discussions with regard to liberty and
* the righte of human nature, were caleulated to
* awanken in generous minds a juster impression
* of negro slavery ; and .during the latter part of
* Governor Bernard's administration, a bill pro-
* hibitary of all traffic in negroes was pussed by
 the Massachusetts Aszembly. Bernard, however,
in conformity with his instructions from the
f Urown, refused to affirm this law; and thus
t opposed himself to the virtue as well as to the
¢ liberty of the people whom he governed.

“ On three subsequent oceasions, laws abolish-
‘ing the slave trade were passed by the same
* Aszembly during Hutehinson's administration ;
‘ but all were in like manner negatived by the
‘ Governor. And yet it was at this very period,
when Britain permitted her merchants annually
* to make slaves of more than fifty thousand men,
and refused to permit ber Colonies Lo decline a
¢ participation in thiz injustice, that her orators,
¢ poets, and statesmen, loudly celebrate the gen-
¢ erogity of English virtue, in suffering no slaves
‘ 1o exist on English ground, and the transcend-
‘ ent equity of her judicial tribunals in libera-
‘ ting one negro who had been caraied there.
Though Massachusetts was thus prevented from
abolishing the slave trade, the relative discus-
* sions that took place were by no means unpro-
ductive of good. A great amelioration became
visible in the condition of all the negroes in the
province ; and most of the proprietors gave lib-
‘ erty to their slaves. This just action—for such,
“and such only, il deserves to be termed—has
¢ obtained hitherto searcely any notice from man-
¢ kind, while the subsequent and gimilar conduet
“ of the Quakers in Pennsylvania has been cele-
¢ brated with warmth and general encominm. So
tcapricious is the distribution of fame, and
¢ much advantage does the reputation of virtue
¢ derive from slliance with sectarian spirit and
¢ interest.”

Mr. SUMNER. I am obliged to my colleague.
The extract is in substantial conformity with
clear historic truth, which the Senator from
South Carcling, in one of his oratorical effluxes,
has impeached. Dut the venerable Senator errs
yet more, if possible, when be attributes to
“slaveholding” communities a leading part in
those contributions of arms and treasure hy
which independence was secured. Here are his
exact words, as I find them in the Globe, revised
by himself:

‘8ir, when blood was shed npon the plains of
‘ Lexington and Concord, in an jssue made by
* Boston, to whom was an appesl made, and from
* whom was it answered? The answer is found
‘ in the acts of slaveholding States—animiz opi-
‘ busque perati.  Yes, sir, the independence of
* America, to maintain republican liberty, was
‘ won by the arms and treasure, by the patriot-
“ism and good faith of slaveholding communi-
¢ ties,”

Mark the Inngunge, sir, as emphasized by him-
self. Surely, the Senator with his silver-white
locks, all fresh from the outrage of the Nebraska
bill, cannot stand here and proclaim “the good
Jaith of sla communities,” except in
irony. Yes, sir, in irony. And let me add, that
when this Senator presumes to say that American
Independence “ was won by the arms and treas-
ure of slaveholding communities,” attributing to
this element any influence praise, and
not condemnation, he speaks either in irony or

in i ce.
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g::ﬁl Senstor from Virginia? Does the Sen-
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which, for the sake of truth, in just defence of

Mr. BUTLER, (from his seat.) Yon cannot
quote a single instance in which I have done it.

T have always I thought it was in bad taste,
and I have never attempted it.

Mr. SUMNER. 1 beg the Senator's pardon. I
always listen to him, and [ know whereof I affirm.
He has profusely dealt in it. 1 allude now only
to a single occasion. In his speech on the Ne-
braska bill, ranning through two days, it was one
of his co In that he openly present-
holding communities,” in certain essential fea-

tures of civilization, and directed shafis at Mas-
nq.uu:us.wshishe:tﬂe&.?hhm distin-
guished colleague at | time, [Mr.

and which more than once ennpr.g d me to take
not rising :
rmmm,vmwmmm
dealt in sueh -

ﬁr. m Will the Senator allow me ?
¥. Certainly; T yield the foor
the Senator. i v

Mr. BUTLER. Whenever that speech is read—
and I wish the Senator had read it before he
commented on it with a deal of rhetorical
enthusinsm—it will be found that 1 was icu-
lar not to wound the feelings of the Northern
people who were sympathizing with ng in the
great movement to remove odious distinctions.
1 was careful to say nothing that would provoke
invidious comparisons ; and when that speech is
read, notwithstanding the vehement assertion of
the honorable Senator, he will find that when |
quoted the laws of Masgachusetts, particularly
one act which I termed the fofies quoties act, by
which every negro was whipped every time he
came into Massachusetts, I quoted them with a
view to show, not a contrast between South Car-
olina and Massachusetts, but to show that, in the
whole of this eountry, from the beginning to this
time—even in my own State, I made no excep-
tion—public opinion had undergone a change,
and that it had undergone the same change in
Massachusetts, for at one time they did not re-
gard this institution of slavery with the same
odium that they do at this time. That was the
purpose ; and I challenge the Senator as an ora-
tor of fairness to look at it, and see if it is not so.

Mr. SUMNER. Has the Senator done?

Mr. BUTLER. I may not be done presently;
but that is the purport of that speech.

Mr. SUMNER. Will the Senator refer to his
own gpeech ? e now admits that, under the
guise of an argnment, he did draw attention to
what he evidently regarded an odious law of Mas-
sachusetts. And, sir, I did not forget that, in
doing this, there was, at the time, an apology
which ill-concealed the sting. But let that pass.
The Senator is strangely oblivious of the statisti-
cal contrasts, which he borrowed from the speech
of a member of the other House, and which, at
his request, were read by a Senator before him
on this floor. The Senator, too, is strangely ob-
livious of yet another imputation, which, at the
very close of his speech, he shot as a Parthian
arrow at Massachusetts. It is he, then, who is
the offender. For myself, sir, | understand the
sensibilities of Senators from slaveholding com-
munitics, and would not wound them by a super-
fivous word. Of slavery 1 speak strongly, as 1
must; but thus far, even at the expense of my
argument, | have avoided the contrasts, founded
on details of figures and facts, which are so ob-
vious between the free States and “ slaveholding
communities ; 7 especially have I shunned all al-
Ingion to South Carolina. Buat the venerable
Senator, to whose discretion that State has ine
trusted its interests here, will not allow me to be
still.

Gaod forbid that I should do injustice to South
Carolina. 1 know well the gallantry of many of
her sons. I know the response which she made
to the appeal of Boston for union against the
Stamp Act—the fugitive slave act of that day—
by tlie pen of Christopher Gadsden. And 1 re-
n ember with sorrow that this patriot was obliged
to confess, at the time, her “ weakness in having
such a number of slaves,” though it is to his
credit that he recognised slavery as a * crime.”
‘Baneroft's Histery of United States, vol. 5, page
426.) 1 have no pleasure in dwelling on the hu-
miliations of South Carolina; 1 do not desire to
expose her sores; I would not lay bare her na-
kedness. But the Senator, in his vaunt for
“slaveholding communities,” has made a claim
fur slavery which is so inconsistent with history,
and =o derogatory to freedom, that | cannot allow
it to pasg un.. swered.

This, sir, is not the first time, even during my
little experience here, that the same claim has
heen made on this floor; and this scems more
nstonighing, because the archives of the country
furnish such ample and undonbted materials for
its refutation. The question of the comparative
contributions of men by different States and sec-
tions of the conntry in the war of the Revolution,
was bronght forward as carly as 1790, in the first
Congress under the Constitution, in the animated
and protracted debate on the assumption of State'
debts by the Union. On this occation Fisher
Ames, a Representative from Massachusetts, mem-
oruble for his classic eloquence, moved for a call
upon the War Department for the number of men
furnished by each State to the Revolutionary ar-
miecs. This motion, though vehemently opposed,
was carried by a small majority. Shortly after-
wards, the answer to the call was received from
the Departmment, at that time under the charge
of General Knox. This answer, which iz one of
the documents of our history, places beyond
cavil or eriticism the exact contribuiion in arms
of each State. IHere it is:

Statement of the number of troops and militia fur-
mished by the several States, for the support of the
Revolutwonary war, from 1770 lo 1783, inclusive.
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STATES. g Sy e
New Hampshire 12,408 2093 14,508 23,700
Massachusetts G7,087 15,155 83,002 9,500
Rhode Island 5,008 4,284 10,192 1,500
Connectient 42,039 7,592 39,831 3,000
New York 17,781 3,312 21,003 8,750
Pennsylvania 25,608 7,357 82905 2.000
New Jersey 10,727 6,055 16,782 2,500
Total 172,496 46,048 218,503 30,950

SOUrTHERN
Srates.

Delaware 2,287 aie 2,763 1,000
Maryland 13,912 5,464 19376 4,000
Virginin 26,672 4,163 30,835 21,880
North Carolina 7,263 2,716 12,000
South Carolinn 5,008 ~ 5,508 28,000
Georgia 2670 - 2,670 9,830
Total 68,421 12,719 71,130 76,810

It shonld be understood that, at this time, there
was but little difference in numbers between the
popnlation of the Sothern States and that of the
Northern States. By the censug of 1700, the
Southern had a population of 1,956,254 ; the
Northern had a population of 1,968,455, But not-
withstanding this comparative equality of popu-
lation in the two sections, the North furnished
vastly more men than the South.

Of continental 1 oops, the Southern States fur-
nished 58,421 ; the Northern furnished 172,486 ;
making about three men furnished to the conti-
nental army by the Northern St to one from
the Southern.

Of militia, whose services are anthenticated by
the War Office, the Southern States furnished
12,718 ; the Northern furnished 46,048 ; making
nearly four men furnished to the militia by the
Northern States to one from the Southern.

Of militia, whose services were not authenti-
cated by the War Office, but are set down in the
return as conjectural only, we have 76,810 fur-
nished by the Southern States, and 30,950 fur-
nished by the Northern ; making, under this head,
more than two men furnished by the Southern to
one from the Northern. The chief services of the
Southern States, it will be observed with a smile,
were conjectural only !

Looking, however, at the sum total of conti-
nental troops, anthenticated militia, and conjec-
tural militia, we bave 147,940 furnished by the
Southern States, while 249,503 were furnished
by the Northern ; making 100,000 men furnished
to the war by the Northern more than the South-
ern.

But the disparity swells when we directly com-
parce South Carolina and Massachusetts. Of con-
tinental troops, and anthenticated militia, and con-
Jjectura¥ militia, Sonth Carolina furnished 33,508,
while Massachusetts furnished 92.592; making
in the latter sum nearly three men for one fur-
L nished by South Carolina. Look, however, at
the continental troops and the authenticated mili-
tia furngshed by the two States, and here
will find 5,508 furnished by South C
while 83,002 were furnished by Massachusetts—
being sixteen times more than by Curolina, and
much more than by all the Southern States together.
Here are facts and figures of which the Senatar
ought not to be ignorant. 4

the Northern States. ' This & sad_ chapter of
history, upon which I un dwell, Faith-
ful record that, as as 1778, the
South lelnvt‘wh,' c ing, with g
Georgia regimen regular force of the South-
Department, did not, in the whole, muster
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During all this period the mer' s luuchug
were serving their country, P9t at home,
awa) ﬂg:l:tfmm“bodu;, , from the time
of laration of Indepet lence, Massachu-
sotts never saw the emoke of f A enemy’s camp.
At last, by the milj d remarkable
exertions of General ¢ & Northern man,

power. _ leader
reveal, in a striking manner, { ® weakness of the
“slaveholding ” State which b - saved. Some of
these are presen’ id in his letters.
Writing to Governor Reed, of *ennsylvania, un-
der date of 3d May, 1781, he | \ys:

“Those whose true interest, {t was to have in-
¢formed Congress and the p ople to the north-
¢ ward of the real state of thij g, have joined in
¢ the deception, and magnified ' ke strength and re-
¢ gourees of this country infinitels above their ability.
¢ Many of those, who adhere t our party, are so
' fandy of pleasure, that they c,;nnot think of ma-
‘ king the necessary sacrifices ) support the Rev-
¢olution. T'here are many good and virtuous people
“ 1o the southward; but they o ot animate the in-
¢ habitants in general, as you can ' the northward." —
Gordg‘r;'a History of American Revolution, vol. 4,
page 8i. .

Writing to CUolonel Davies, ander date of 23d
May, 1781, he exposes the act’ al condition of the
conntry : )

‘ The animosity between th- Whigs and Tories
* of this State renders their si 3ation truly deplo-
‘rable. There ia not a day p ‘&ses but tﬁere are
‘ more or less who fall a sacriice to this savage
¢ disposition. The Whigs seeg. determined to ex-
‘tirpate the Tories, and the Tories the Whigs.
¢ Some thousands have fallen In this way in this
‘quarter, and the evil rages ¥th more violence
‘ than ever. If a stop cannot anon put to these
f massacres, the country will 32 depopulated in a
: 11‘9\:' months more, as neither "Vhig nor Tory ean

ive.

To Lafayette, Goneral Gr¢ ne, under date of
20th December, 1780, descril s the weakness of
his troops :

It is mow within a few da ¥ of the time you
‘mentioned of being with m» Were you to ar-
‘rive, you would find a few ! igfed, half-starved
‘ troops in the wilderness, de: itute of everything
* necessary for either the com art or convenicnce
fof soldiers.” % % ® «'he country is al-
‘most lpid waste, and the | ‘habitants plunder
‘one another with 'little less' than savage fury.
‘' We live from hand to moutl! and have nothing
“to subsist on but what we ‘ollect with armed
¢ parties, In this situation,.' believe you will
fagree with me, there is no¢ hing inviting this
‘way, especially when 1 ast wre you our whole
‘force fit for duty, that are p Sperly clothed and
¢ properly equipped, does n¢’ amonnt to eight
* hundred men."—Johnson's L Te of Greene, vol. 1,
page 340,

Writing to Mr. Varnum, a 1 mber of Congress,
he says+

“There iz a great spirit o} enterprise prevail-
“ing among the militin of th¢ e Southern States,
‘especially with the voluntec 1. But their mode
¢ of going to war i3 so destru tive, that it is the
¢ greatest folly in the world 1 « trust the liberties
‘of a people to such a pre arious defence.”—
Johnson's Life of Greene, vol. ' p. 391.

Nothing can be more sufentic or complete
than this testimony. Here lso is what is said
by David Ramsay, san estima de citizen of South
Carolina, in his history of tI?" revolution in that
State, published in 1785, on! * a short time after
the scenes which he describe :

% While the American so. liers lay encamped,
¢ [in the low country near C! wrleston,] their tat-
‘tered rags were so compl ‘ely worn out, that
‘seven hundred of them we ¢ ag naked as they
‘were horn, excepting a s lall strip of cloth
‘ about their waists, and they were nearly as des-
‘titute of meat as of clothing "— Vol. 2, p. 268.

The military weakness of this “slaveholding
community " is too apparent. Learn now its oc-
casion ; and then join with me in amazement
that a Senator from Sonth /‘arolina should at-
tribute our independence to s, ything “ slavehold-
ing.” The records of the ¢ wntry, and various
voices, nll disown hie sugee tion. The State of
South Carolina, by authenti® history, disowns it.
Listen, if yon please, to pé uliar and decisive
testimony, under date of Mirch 29, 1779, from
the Secret Journal of the Co” tinental Congress:

“The committee appointec 1o take into consid-
‘eration the cireumatances of t* t Southern States, and
‘the ways and means for the *safety and defence,
‘report, that the State of Sov b Caroling; (as rep-
‘resenfed by the Delegates 0. the said State, and
“by Mr. Huger, who has con’® here at the request
‘of the Governor of the said'State, on purpose to
‘explain the cireumstances taereof)) is UNABLE to
‘make any effectunl efforts with militia, by reason
‘of the great proportion of citizens necessary tore-
‘main et home, to prevent insurrection among the
‘negroes; and to prevent the desertion of them to
‘the enemy. That the state.of the country, and
“the great number of these peoffte amony them, expose
“the inhabitants to great d’:rs_»r. from the endeav-
‘ors of the enemy to excite ‘vem to revolt or de-
‘sert."—Tl, 1, p. 105,

Here is South Carolina s( ‘retly disclosing her
military wenkness, and its ocysion; thus disown-
ing, in advance, the vaunt of her Senator, who
finds strength and gratula’ ‘on in slavery rather
than in freedem. It was d¢ Ing the war that ghe
thus shrived herself, on lier juees, in the confes-
gional ‘of the Continental Jongrese. But the
game important admission ¥ '3 made in debate,
on the floor of Congress, 3¢ 4 March, 1790, some
time after the war, by Mr. Bt ke, & Representative
from South Carolina: i

“There i3 not a gentlema: on the Aloor who is
‘a stranger to the feeble git ation of our State,
‘ when we entered into the w r to oppose the Brit-
Yish power. Wewere not only withou! money, withowt
fan army or militery stores but we were fow
*number, and likely (o be enta® gled with cur domes-
“liex, tn caze the enemy inv ded wus."—Annals of
Congress, 1789, 1791, vol. 2, ‘age 1484,

Similar testimony to the * ‘eakness engendered
by slavery was also borne by Mr. Madison, in
debate in Congress: x

“Every addition they [ icorgia and South
 Carolina] receive to the - number of slaves,
¢ tends to weaken them, and ri Jder them less capable
¢ of self-defence."—Annals of Congress, vel. |, page
340.

The historian of South € *olina, Dr. Ramsay, a
contemporary obgerver of 1 le very scenes which
he describes, exposes this w akness:

“The forces nnder the {ommand of General
‘ Provost marched througt the richest settle-
* ments of the State, whersare the fewest white
¢ inhabitants in proportioi+ to the number of
‘elaves. The hapless Afef uns, allured with the
¢ hope of freedom, forsook thet® owners, and repaired
¢ in great numbers to the v/ tal army. They en-
f deavored to recommend themselves to their
* new masters by discoverif % where their owners
‘had concealed their props ty, and were assist-
‘ ing in carrying it of."—# “ory of South Caroli-
na, vol. 1, page 312, \

And the same candid hi¢ orian, describing the
invasion of the next year, ¢ 'ys:

#The slaves a second timi focked to the British
¢ army."— Vol. 1, page 336,

And at a still Inter day, Wr. Justice Johnson,
of the Supreme Court of ti ¢ United States, and
a citizen of South Caroling in his elaborate Life
of General Greene, speak ig of negro slaves,
mnkes the same admission,  He says:

“But the number disg rsed through these
* [Southern] States was vé oy great; so greaf, as
“fo render of impossible for the citizens to muster
¢ freemen enough (o withstai d the pressure of the
¢ Britash arms."—Vol, 2, pai ¢ 472,

Surely, sir, this is enoung b, and more. Thus,
from autheuntic documents we learn the small
contributions of men and e military weakness
of the Bouthern States, faricularly of South
Carolina, as compared with the Northern States ;
and from the very lips of South Carolina, on
four different occasions, speaing by a commit-
tee; by one of her Represent:tives in Congress ;
by her historian ; and by an yminent citizen, we
have the confession not only of weakness, but
that this weakness was caused by slave And
yet, in the face of this cum ilative and unim-
peachahle testimony, we are called to listen, in
the American Senate, to a bigli-fiying boast, from
o venerable Senator, that A'nerican independ-
ence was achieved by the wrns and treasure of

veh communiti*y ;¥ an assumption,
baseless as the fabric of o viion, in any way it
‘may be interpreted; wheth ir as bold

"

. -

éthat it has ever been the pride and boast of
Ameriea, that the rights for which she has con-
tended were THE RIGHTE OF WUMAN NATURE!”
Yes, sir, in this behalf, and by this sign, we con-

uered.
d Such, sir, is my answer on this head to the
Senator from South Carolina. If the work which

-| I undertook has been done thoroughly, he must
Whatever

not blame me. 1 undertake, I am apt
to do thoronghly. But while thus repelling the
insinuations against and the as-
sumptions for slavery, I would not unnecessarily
toueg the sensibilities of that Senator, or of the

State which he represents. I cannot forget that,
amidst all of opinion, we are bound
together the ties of a common country—that

Btamnultllt the concord of sisters ought to
pre between them ; but I am constrained to
declare, that I have thro ut this debate sought
in vain any token of that just spirit which, within
the sphere of its influence, is caleulated to pro-
mote the concord alike of States and individuals.

And now, for the present, I part with the ven-
erable Senator from Sonth Carolina. In pursuing
his inconsistencies, and in exposing them to
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WASHINGTON, D. C.

judgment, I had almost forgotten his associat
leader in the wanton and personal assault to
which I Liave been —I medn the veteran
Senator fram Virginia, [Mr. Masox,] who is now
directly in my cye. ith imperious look, and
in the style of Sir Forcible Feeble, that Senator
has undertaken to call in question my statement
that the Fugitive Slave Bill denied the writ of
habeas corpus ; and, in doing this, he has assumed
a superiority for himself which, permit me to tell
him now in this presence, nothing in him can
sanction. Sir, I claim little for myself; but I
shriok in no respect from any comparison with
that Senator, veteran though he be, Sitting near
him, as has been my fortune since I have been on
this floor, I have come to know something of his
conversation, something of his manners, some-
thing of his attainments, something of his abili-
ties, something of his character—aye, sir, and
something of his associations; and, while I would
not undertake to disparage him in any of these
respects, yet I feel that I do not exalt myself un-
duly—that T do not claim too much for the posi-
tion which T hold, or the name which I bave es-
tablished, when I openly declare that, as a Sena-
tor of Massachusetts, and as o man, [ place my-
gell at every point in comparison with that hon-
orable assailant. And to his peremptory asser-
tion that the Fugitive Slave Bill does not deny
the habeas corpus, 1 oppose my assertion, as pe-
remptory as his own, that it does, and there |
leave that question.

Mr. President, I welcome the sensibility which
the Senator from Virginia displays at the expo-
sure of the Fugitive Slave Bill in its true charac-
ter. He is the author of that enormity. From
his brain came forth the soulless monster. Heis,
therefore, its naturat guardian. The Senator is,
I believe, a lawyer. And now, since he hag
shown a disposition to meet objections to that
offspring, he must not stop with the objection
founded on the denial of the habeas corpus. Tt is
true, sir, if anything but slavery were in ques-
tion, such an objection would be fatal; but it is
not to be supposed that the partisans of an in-
gtitntion founded on a denial of human rights,
can appreciate the proper efficacy of that writ of
freedom. Sir, I challenge the Senator to defend
his progeny; not by assertion, but hy reason.
Let him rally all the ability, learning, and sub-
tlety, which he can command, and undertake the
impossible work. .

Let him answer this objection. The Constitu-
tion, by an amendment which Samuel Adams
hailed ns a protection against the usurpations of
the National Government, and which Jefferson
asserted was our “foundation corner-stone,” has
solemnly declared that “ the powers not delega-
ted to the United States by the Constitution, nor
prohibited hy it to the States, are reserved to the
States respectively, or to the people.” Stronger
words could not be employed to limit the powers
under the Constitution, and te protect the people
from all assamptions of the National Govern-
ment, particularly in derogation of freedom. By
the Virginia resolutions of 1798, which the Sen-
ator is reputed to accept, this limitation of the
powers of the National Government is recogunised
and enforced. The Senator himself is woder-
stood, on all questions not affecting the elaims of
slavery, to accept this rule in its utmost strict-
ness.  Let him now indicate, if' he can, any arti-
cle, clause, phrase, or word, in the Constitution,
which gives to Congress any power to establish
a “uniform law throughont the United States "
on the subject of fugitive slaves. Let him now
show, if he can, from the records of the Federal
Convention, one jot of evidence inclining to any
such powar. Whatever may be its interpretation
in other respects, the clause on which this bill
purperts to be founded gives mo such a power.
Sir, nothing can come out of nothing; and the
Fugitive Slave Bill is, therefore, without any
sourge or origin in the Constitution. Tt is an
open and unmitigated usurpation.

And, sir, when the veteran Senator of Virginia
has answered this objection; when he has been
able to find in the Constitution a power which is
not tp be found, and to make ns see what is not
to be scen, then let him answer another objec-
tion. The Constitution has secured the inesti-
mable right of trial by jury in “ suits at common
law,” where the value in controversy exceeds
twenty dollars. Of course, freedom is not sis-
ceptible of pecuninry valnation, thercfore there
can be no question that the claim for o fagitive
slave iz within this condition. In determining
what is meant by “snits at common law,” re-
courge must be had to the common law itself,
precisely as we resort to that law in order to de-
termine what is meant by trial by jury. Let the
Senator, if he be a lawyer, now undertake to
show that a claim for a fugitive slave ig not, ae-
cording to the early precedents and writs, well
known to the framers of the Constitution, espe-
cially to Charles Cotesworth Pinckney and Johu
Rutledge, of South Carolina, both of whom had
stadied law at the Temple, as a suit of common
late, to which, under the solemn guaranty of the
Constitution, is attached the trial by jury, as an
inseparable incident. Let the Senator undertake
to show this, if he can.

And, sir, when the veteran Senator has found
a power in the Constitution where none exists,
and has set aside the right of trial by jury in a
gnit ‘at common law, then let him answer yet
another objection. By the judgment of the Su-
preme Court of the United States, a claim for o
fugitive slave is declared to be a case, under the
Constitution, within the judicial power; and this
judgment of the Court is confirmed by common
sense and common law. Let the Senator under-
take to show, if he can, how such an exalted ex-
ercise of judicial power can be confided to a single
petty magistrate, appointed not hy the President,
with the advice and consent of the Senate, but
by the Court; holding his office, not during good
behaviour, but merely during the will of the
Court; and receiving not a regular salary, but
fees according to each individual case. Let the
Senator answer this objection, if, in any way, by
any twist of learning, logic, or law, he can.

Thus, sir, do | present the issue directly on this
outrageous enactsent., Let the author of the
Fugitive Slave Bill meet it. He will find me
ready to follow him in argument, though I trust
never to he led, even by his example, into any
departure from those courtesies of debate which
are essential to the harmony of every legislative
body.

Such, Mr. President, is my response to all that
has been gaid in this debate, go far as it concerns
me. To the two associate chieflains in this per-
sonal assault, the veteran Scnator from Virginia,
and the Senator from South Carolina, with the
silver-white locks, I have replied completely. It
i2 true that others have joined inthe ery, which
these associates first started ; but 1 shall not be
tempted farther. Some persons are best answer-
ed by silence ; best answered by withholding the
words which leap impulsively to the lips.

And now, turning my back upon these things,
let me, for one moment, before I close, dwell on
one aspect of this discnssion which will render
it memorable. On former occasions like this,
the right of petition has been vehemently dssail-
ed, or practically denied. Only two years ago,
memorials for the repeal of the Fugitive Slave
Bill, presented by me, were laid on your table,
Mr. President, without reference to any commit-
tee. Allis changed now. Senators have con-
demned the memorial, and sounded the cry of
‘ treason,” " in our ears ; but thus far,
throughout this excited debate, no person bas so
completely outraged the spirit of our institutions,
or forgotten himself, as to persist in objecting to
the reception of the mewmorial, and its proper
reference. It is true, the remonstrants have been
treated with indignity; but the right of
petition—the sword and buckler of the citizen—
though discrediled by such conduct, has not
a.b?ﬁn denied. Here, gir, is a triumph of Free-
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7= Any friend of the Era, impressed with
the importence of extendiog its subseription
list, and disposed to try his hand at it, is invi.
ted to do so. By communicating with us, he
can have the list of subscribers at his cffice,
and the times when their subscriptions are
. Some of the voluntary sgents to

whom we have addressed circulars, have re-

gponded cordially. Others gilent, as they
have a perfect right to bat who will vol-
unteer to make up their lnck ! Please look at
the terms.

SPEECH OF MR. SEUMNER.

A great debate took plage in the Senate,
June 26th and June 28th, on oocssion of the
presentation of & memorial from Boston for the
repeal of the Fugitive Slave Bill. Mr. Sum-
ner was assailed with great bitterness and
coarseness, but he soon turned upon his assail-
ants, with 8 power that utterly diecomfited
them. Of the debate on the 26th, we present
on our first page the graphiq, condensed report
prepared for the associated press in New York.
Mr. Sumner’s speech, on the 28th, aa revised
by himeelf, we publish on our second page,
crowding out & great deal of editorial to make
room for it. Its argument is overwhelming—
and its personalities are withering, although
strictly within the bounds of parliamentary
decorum.

HERBEET'S "SAXON SERF."

It gives us sincere plensure to state that
there is now a strong probability that we may
be able to resume the publication of the admi-
rable story, THr Saxon Sers, which was com-
menced last ‘November, and suspended last
winter, owing to “a want of copy” from the
author. He has forwarded us, since then, four
chapters in continuation, and promises that
the whole shall be delivered this month,

MES, STOWE ONCE MORE.

Our readers will rejoice to learn that it is
the intention of Mra. Harriet Beecner STowe
to farnish a series of contributions for the
National Era, under the title of “ Tue Axpo-
viER PorTror1o.” In & note to us, dated June
27, she says:

] will as soon as possible do something. |
will establich a department, and ecall it, * The
Andover Portfolio,” in whioh [ will, from time
to time, throw such stray leaves of thought as
may bs wafted to me from the beautiful in-
fluences of our ecenery and air. la abouta

week or ten daye, I will forward yon a num-
ber.”

“HOLLY-W00D,”

A story by Avrice Caney, will be continued
in the next number of the Fra.

We have also on hand, for the remaining
part of this volume, some admirable sketches
of the Neutral French in Massachusetts, from
& new but rendy pen at Cambridge; and
translations from the Russian of Paushkin,
the famous Russian poet.

Ouar readers will see that we hold cut ample
inducements to new subscribers,

THE MOVEMENT IN THE WEST,

The Ordinance for the government of “ the
Northwestern Territory,” out of which have
been formed the States of Ohio, Indiana, llli
nois, Michigan, and Wisconsin, bears date July
13, 1787. After providing the form of govern-
ment, it proceeds to enact certain fundamental
articles, specifying the objects in the following
preamble :

“ And for extending the fundamental prineci-
ples of ciyil and religious liberty, which form
the basis whercon thesg Republics, their laws
and constitutions are erected ; to fix and estab-
lish those principles as the basis of all lawe,
constitutions, and governments, which forever
hereafter shall be formed in the said territory;
to provide, also, for the esteblishment of States
and permanent Governments therein, and for
their admission to a share in the Federal Coun-
cils, on an equal footing with the original
States, at as carly periods as may be consictent
with the general interest: It is hereby ordain-
ed and declared, that the following articles
shall be considered as srticles of compact be-
tween the original States and the people and
States in the said Territory, and forover remain
unalterable, unless by common consent.”

There are six of these articles of compact,
providing solemn guarantees for freedom of
conecience, right of trial by jury, habens cor-
pue, fair representation, and all needful safe-
guards for personal righte. The last article
apecially has made the day on which the Ordi-
nance was adopted, worthy of perpetual com-
memoration :

“ArticLe 6, There shall be neither Slavery
nor involuntary sorvitude in the said Territory,
otherwise than in punishment of crime, whero-
of the party shall have been duly convieted :
Provided, always, that any person into
the same, from whom labar or service is
lawfully claimed in any one of the original
States, such fugitive may be lawfully :;ﬁ?..-
ed, and conveyed % the person claiming his
or her labor or service, a3 aforesaid.”

The Territory organized under this compact
was then s wilderness; but, in the course of
half a centary, it was formed into five power-
ful States, comprising an aggrégate area of two
hundred and twenty-eeven thousand Equare
miles, and a total population, in 1850, of four
and & half millions, all freemon, maintaining
free-labor institations, pnd nobly illustrating
their beneficence and wisdom.

The policy which has given these free States
to the Union, having been repudiated and
trampled upon by the Slave' Power and its
instruments, the Administration and the so-
called Demoerats at the North and West who
sustain it, the People of those States severally
propose to hold State Conventions on the 13th
day of July ensuing, to commemorate the pas-
sage of the Ordinance of 1787, and oconfer to-
gether on the bost messures for punishing
those who have dishonored and betrayed the
fundamental Principles of Civil and Religious
Liberty which it establishes, and for bringing
back the Federal Government to the dootrines
and spirit which pervaded the Congress that
enaoted that glorious Ordinance.

The movement is made, of

. It concerns the honor, the interests,
and safety of the Poople, and the People are
taking the lead in it. [

The call for the Convention gn Ohio has been
in circulation all over the States; thousands

the Committee appointed at Columbus t;p.
oceive them, snd thoussnds more are rolliy,
in. The Ohkio State Journal eays, the desigy
was to have the ecall, with all the names 4

tached thereto, printed in jis columns 1,
the thing is impossible !

“Wo have t:lo.lein the office i"m:u- is there ip
" the oity, eapi tters enough to begin 1,

the initials of Ih‘:‘n;:m. ¥ ere is no W:x;:;
aocomplishing mand upon ug short g
sending off to the type founder’s for u s
of letter for this especial purpose.”’

The Journal adds:

“It is emphatically a movement of the Vi,
pLE; the for & Convention has gone [ 1),
as with a shout ; the People know whu they
are this time, and they will be losyy
through delegates on thg 13th,

“ Take, for instance, a call returned (1,
one locality in Stark county. The signers stayy
recorded :

Democrats - - - 15
Free-Soilers - - - 10
Whigs - - - 62—117

“ Another comes from Lugas county w
the signers designated as follows:

Hunker Damocrats = || 58
Free8oil do - - 11
Honker Whigs - - 2%
Free Soil do - - 1
Abclition Independents -

In Inpiana, the State Journal of the 19}
contains the following call:

“ A majority of the recent Democratic Con.
vention having adopted resolutions setting forih
a platform of prineiples to which we believe »
msjority of the people of this State are opposed,
we therefore call upon all such opponents of
whatever party, to meet at Indiahapolis on tle
13th day of July next, at 10 o'olock A. M
adopt such measures in relation thereto us they
may deem proper.”

This notice ia subseribed by the names o
somo sixty or seventy citizens, including a lurge
number of Democrats, of the counties of ¥loyd
Parke, Ripley, and Dearborn. The Jour,
eays that letters from both Democrats and
Whigs have been received from every part
the State, urging the call of this Conventiig
and that there is a determination on the pan
of the people to forget all former party di
tinctions in their effurt to put the seal of 1he;
disapprobation on the principles promulgitd
by the Pierce State Convention.

The People seem to think it of more wwjo
tance to sustain the great Principle of Ciy
and Religious Liberty, than Franklin FPiere
and Jesse D. Bright.

The eall for a Stato Maes Convention in
Wisconsin has been issued but a short tine
but the quick response indicates the temper of
the People. The Free Democrat, of Milwaukic
Wisconsin, says:

“All the Free Democratic presses—:ilii:
dailies and seven weeklies; all the Whig 12
pers but two—two dailies and eight weeklis
and two Democratic papers—the Watertou
Register and Monroe Sentinel —have respon:|
to the eall for a Mass State Convention of 11«
People, at Madison, on the 13th of July. The
remaining two Whig papers—the Laneacte
Herald and the Kenosha Tribune—we doult
not will do go, but we have not received thor
issues eince the callbwas published, Woe thiuk
we may say that the destre for such a Conver
tion and union of the people in & great Freo
dom Party, is cordial and earnest among e
Whigs and Free Demcerats, and n Jurps
tion of those who have formerly ncted wit
old Democratic party.”

We are not aware that the arrangements in
InLixois for such a Convention have yel been
perfected. No time should be lost.
State of Douglas espegially let a voice go [l
in stern reprobation of his apostacy from tlhe
original policy of the Government.

The Mass Convention, called to meel at
maz0o, Mich., on the 21st inst., by the ladepend
ent Democratic Central Committes, has Leen
held, and ite proceedings are before v 'Tie
most earnest and liberal spirit pervadad al i
counssls. While assorting the trae prinophs
of Anti-Slavery action, it generously plodsl
the Party to surrender its name, and its can!
dates, provided the People, without distinet s
of Party, would take the right ground, and ./
ganiza for cMicient operations. The litenl
prees of the State, not connected with the
dependent Democratio organizations, sponks
praies of ita wise and conciliating poli
We cepy the following from the series of re
lutione adopted :

“ Resolved, That in the recent prs
bill for the organization of the T o
Nebreska and Kansas, we see tha ciowning
act of a series of aggressione, by which thes
tional and exoceptional character of Slavery
has been gradually changed, until it has be
come the groat national interest of tha coun
try, for the protection of which every other i
terest must be sacrificed ; and its power has
become s0 potent, that from the Presideat t
the Postmaster, all the functicnarics of th
coutive Government, and & wmajority in
gress, ure twisted and corrupted by it int
solute subjection to ite insulting demande.

i Resolved, That evila so great as the
mand a remedy ; and that if that remedy oo
not be found in the virtue of the people, o
ple who are yet true to the instincts of liberty
to the immortal principles promulgated by 1
fathers of the Constitution—a people who e
joy the blessings of & Government they csta
lished, and a people who are yet willing
display something of the energy and pereoy
ance, and if need be sacrifice, which mov!
the patricts of '76 to tho accomplishment
their great work, then the days of the Repu
lic are numbered, and it must soon hecws
what its lawe will make it, & nation of claw

% Resolved, That we do not and will not o
spair; that we believe the pecple of this S
are ready to respond to the call of their country
in this emergenoy; that they ore recdy. un
spective of all past politieal preferences, 1o de
clare in an unmint;l able tone their will; :r'
that will is, that Slavery aggression npon ther
rights shall go nofurther—that there shall bero
com; ise with Slavery—that there shall 12
no more slave States—that there shall bo o
elave Territory—that the Fagitive Slave Law
shall berepealed—that the abominaticns of 5l
very shall no further be perpetrated under
sanotions of the Federal Constitution—and 113!
they will make their will effactive by drivics
from every place of official power the |
servanta who bhave so shamelesly belras
their trust, and by putting in their ploces 1
who are and eapable ; men who will ¢
faithful to the Conshitution and the g
claims of humanity. =

Resolved, That the Free Democracy of Mic®
igan rejoice to behold the indications of poy-
lar sentiments furnished b£ this Conveali®
they are confident that the deeply arous
feeling of the masses of this State will seet
suitable expression in & Convention springiod
from themselves, irreepective of every esisto
political ization ; and that if such o mo¥
ment shall be animated and guided by ¥°

ringiples expressed in the resolutions of th”
Eonmﬁon, and shall contemplate an cficiest
organization to give effoct to our own princip™
in this State, wo shall willingly sorvender 04f
distinctive organisation, and with it the t:cLI .
for State officers nominated at Jackson, ¢n 1
22d of Februsry last, and that we commit £
execution of this pur to o commilbee ¢
nize, to be 8 ted by the Convention o ¢34
ry the above design into execution. _
1t would seem that the General Conventt?
for Michigan, is to meet on the Gth of Jul7
We could wish it had been appointed for 1€
13th.

Tue InFrryar Macurse—Mr. md_ Mr‘.
Allison, who were injured by the explosion
the mysterious box sent to the Marine 11-:‘: )
tal, at Cincinnati, are both dead. A r.-._-ul
named Conwell committed a murder some hm‘
since, and Allison was sequainted with U0
facis, and it is sapposed that Conwell tricc
this manner to take the life of Allizon.

5—83

From the

hadd-

I~ The Roman Cstholio Archbishop i
Buffalo has formally excommusicated ™
trustecs who bold and refase to give up t0 1%

upon thousands of names have been sent to

the Church property.




